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of retribution arrive, no claim of Peshkush could be made by
the Mughals on that head, as none was specified on the deed."1
Thus owing to the general depression in the countryside, the
demands of Chauth and Sardeshmukhi absorbed the entire reve-
nue and exhausted the paying capacity of the peasantry. The
Imperial agents were unable to recover any amount because
the Maratha claims were first to be met, enforced as they were
by armed authority. Naturally, the authority of the Imperial
agents was gradually paralysed and all power and prestige
fell into the hands of the Marathas who had established a
quasi-military control in the Deccan. The ingenious scheme of
Balaji Vishwanath served the double purpose of enriching the
Maratha exchequer as well as undermining the Imperial rule
in the Deccan. It did more. It furnished a basis for preserving
a common interest among the Marathas, and affording pre-
texts for encroachment on the Imperial territory.2 In view of
these considerations the system of Chauth and Sardeshmukhi
could hardly be justified by any objective and dispassionate
historian.

RafTu'd-Darajat died on llth June 1719. His elder brother,
Raff u'd-Daulah, was then proclaimed Emperor. He, too, was
kept in strict control by Qutbu'1-Mulk and the Amlru'l-
Umara. He was not even allowed to attend public prayer on
Fridays so that he might not get any opportunity of coming
into contact with the nobility and the people.

During the reign of RafTu'd-Daulah, certain nobles planned
the overthrow of the Sayyid brothers. Shaista Khan, the mater-
nal uncle of Farrukhsiyar, joined Raja Jai Singh in his designs
and raised a considerable body of troops in the capital to help
Nekusiyar, alleged to be a son of Prince Muhammad Akbar
(the fourth son of Aurangzlb) whom the Amiru'l-Umara had
brought from the Deccan to play the role of royal pretender
if occasion arose.3 This Prince had declared himself Emperor
at Agra at the instigation of Raja Jai Singh who wanted to

1 Grant Duff, vol. I, p. 375.            a Ibid., p. 374.

8 The youth was the son of a Qazi of one of the towns in the Deccan. He
was talented and good-looking and could very well be taken for a Prince of
the royal house. The fiction of having found the son of Prince Akbar at Satara,
whose name was Mu'Inuddin Husain, was intended to strengthen the position
of the Amiru'l-Umara vis-a-vis the Emperor Farrukhsiyar. The Amiru'l-Umara
gave out that this boy was the rightful heir to the throne as he was the grand-
son of Emperor Aurangzib. (Irvine, vol. I, p. 357.)